




Rachael Maza Long
Rachael is the Artistic Director of Ilbijerri Theatre Company. She was well known as a television 
presenter for SBS’s ICAM and ABC’s Message Stick, and for her stunning performances  
in Radiance and The Sapphires. In 2010 brought the story of Uncle Jack Charles to the stage  
in ‘Jack Charles v The Crown’ which has been presented at the Melbourne Festival,  
Belvoir St theatre and by the Brisbane Festival in September.

Fenn Gordon
Fenn Gordon was appointed CEO of Performing Lines in June 2011. She moved from New 
Zealand to Australia in 2007 to join Performing Lines as the producer responsible for international 
projects. She worked with many of Australia’s leading artists including William Yang, Gavin Webber 
and Grayson Millwood, and the late Tanja Liedtke. From 2009 – 2011 she was the Director, 
Market Development of the Australia Council, responsible for implementing strategies to develop 
markets for Australian artists and organisations nationally and internationally. Before crossing the 
Tasman, Fenn worked as an independent producer in New Zealand for eighteen years, where she 
managed the national and international careers of independent artists Douglas Wright, Flight of the 
Conchords and Miranda Harcourt amongst many others. She has written and taught extensively 
about touring and producing in the performing arts.

Are You Too Exposed? Force Majeure, Cancellations and the Law –  
Andrew Chalet from TressCox Lawyers

Andrew Chalet is a Commercial and Intellectual Property Partner at TressCox Lawyers. With  
20 years’ experience, Andrew is an expert in drafting venue hire and artist engagement 
agreements. Andrew has advised the Victorian Arts Centre Trust, Melbourne Recital Centre,  
the Palais Theatre and Garry Van Egmond. He is also on board of Phillip Adams’ BalletLab.

APACA Keynote 2 – Helene Thomas, Pakachi & Adams Bisangwa

Helene Thomas
Helene Thomas has been exploring Rwanda through the eyes of its people since her first  
journey there in January 2009. She is a freelance radio documentary producer for ABC Radio 
National and is also immersed in a PhD at Murdoch University in WA. The focus of her research  
is the power of storytelling.

Pakachi
Pakachi is a grassroots hip hop artist in Rwanda. He’s one of the few artists in East Africa who 
writes lyrics about the problems he and the people around him face. His first song was about  
the power of the microphone. Pakachi is also training to become a motor mechanic which may 
help fund his music career. 

Adams Bisangwa
Adams Bisangwa has worked as an actor and more recently as an interpreter but it’s his ability 
to unite people, despite their background, that he is most renowned for. Being a survivor of the 
1994 genocide, he is determined to work towards a peaceful Rwanda. With each project that he 
undertakes he applies a work ethic of equality for all.
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APACA Keynote 3 – Andrew Horabin

Andrew Horabin has been a professional speaker for 19 years. He’s a keynote speaker, trainer, 
facilitator, comedian, author and award-winning singer / songwriter. He MC’ed our last conference in 
Melbourne and our last two Longpaddocks. In his spare time, Andrew likes to play with his daughter, 
talk with his wife, collect and play records, do odd jobs around the house and get mates around for 
some table tennis in the shed. He’s looking forward to managing disruptions at the conference.

APACA Breakout sessions

Who’s the Boss – Ann Tonks

Ann has been the General Manager of Melbourne Theatre Company for far too long. Prior to that 
she was (amongst other things) an academic and radio manager. She has an Honours degree in 
Economics and an MBA. She has been on a variety of arts boards and currently sits on the boards 
of Live Performance Australia and Theatre Network Victoria. Ann is also currently a Senior Fellow in 
Arts Management at the University of Melbourne.

New Best Friends – Merryn Carter

Merryn Carter has over 20 years experience in arts marketing, having worked as marketing, 
development and audience research consultant with performing arts companies and venues, 
festivals, galleries and visual arts organisations around Australia. Merryn has also held the senior 
marketing role for the Sydney Symphony, Melbourne Theatre Company and Australia Business 
Arts Foundation. Originally trained as a musician (with a Bachelor of Music from the University of 
Melbourne), she also has an MBA from Melbourne Business School. Merryn is currently working 
for the Australia Council for the Arts as marketing mentor for the ADVICE project, and as national 
Business Development Manager for BoardConnect.

Tell us What you Really think – Annette Carmichael

Annette is Western Australia’s Regional Contemporary Dance Facilitator for Ausdance WA and 
the Future Moves strategy. In 2010/2011 she created the large scale Future Landings project 
to develop regional artists and audiences for contemporary dance. Annette is also leading 
conversations between regional venue managers, WA choreographers and producers to 
collectively tackle the challenges of touring contemporary dance.

APACA Keynote 4 – Catherine Deveny

Catherine Deveny is a writer, comedian and social commentator best known for her work on 
ABC774, Q and A and as a columnist with The Age newspaper. She is in constant demand as 
corporate speaker, after dinner entertainment, panel member and guest lecturer. Her one-woman 
show God Is Bullshit was a sell out in the 2010 Melbourne International Comedy Festival and 
enjoyed a return season in 2011. Deveny is writing her seventh book, ‘Tantrum With Reality’  
which will be published by Black Inc Books in December 2011.
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State of the Art – Panel discussion

Facilitated by Andrew Horabin, with Peter Stiedl, Ann Tonks, Catherine Deveny plus:

Jonathan Holloway
Artistic Director of Perth International Arts Festival 2012–15. Previously Artistic Director / Chief 
Executive of Norfolk & Norwich Festival in the UK, seeing audiences increased from 35,000 to 
330,000, turnover increased by over 600%, becoming the fourth largest city arts festival in the UK. 
From 1997–2004 Jonathan set up and ran the National Theatre’s events department on London’s 
South Bank. In 2004 he co–wrote/directed Robin Hood in the National’s Loft Theatre. 

Sam Walsh
Sam Walsh is chief executive of Rio Tinto’s Iron Ore group and Rio Tinto Australia, and an 
executive director to the boards of Rio Tinto plc and Rio Tinto Limited. Sam has a sustained history 
of community activity and is a champion of the arts, reflected by his contributions as chair of the 
WA Chapter of the Australian Business Arts Foundation and the Chamber of Arts and Culture  
WA Inc. Sam and his wife Leanne reside in Perth, Western Australia.
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